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Long, Green Pathway Planned Along Brooklyn Waterfront

by Diane Cardwell
February 1, 2005
New York Times
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Pedestrians and cyclists, limited only by their own hamstrings and quadriceps, could one day travel 22 miles along a waterfront greenway from North Brooklyn to Coney Island, under a plan to be unveiled today.

The vision of strolling or whizzing past bustling parks and quaint row houses or taking in panoramic views of the Manhattan skyline, Governors Island and the open sea still faces several hurdles. But as government officials, private businesses and community advocates look to remake the city's waterfronts, the greenway plan, like a 24-speed Specialized Sirrus rolling downhill, is gaining momentum.

The plan was developed by Brooklyn Greenway Initiative and the Regional Plan Association. It would use a protected pathway and parkland that city planning officials have incorporated in a proposal to rezone the industrial waterfront in Greenpoint and Williamsburg. It would also pass through Brooklyn Bridge Park a joint city-state project.

The city's Department of Transportation is scheduled to begin construction in the fall of a two-lane bike path running along Columbia and Van Brunt Streets from Cobble Hill into Red Hook.

And tonight, planners are set to present the first conceptual design for seven miles of pathway that would link South Williamsburg to Sunset Park and an existing path on the Shore Parkway, as well as to Manhattan greenways across Brooklyn's three East River bridges.

"We saw this as a once-in-a-century opportunity to get continuous public access to the waterfront," Milton Puryear, co-chairman and director of planning at the Brooklyn Greenway Initiative, said of the planning effort. "It's a window of opportunity that will close pretty quickly once development gets more momentum."

The plan, in the works since the late 1990's, grew out of community efforts to create a waterfront path in Red Hook, Mr. Puryear said. Although the proposal dovetails with the city's plan to create 350 miles of bicycle and pedestrian paths through and around the boroughs, it has been complicated by Brooklyn's industrial and postindustrial landscape.

Property along the waterfront is controlled by several public and private entities, planners said, with property lines frequently running in the midst of the proposed pathway. As a result, planners said, the route at times comes inland, as it does to loop around the Navy Yard, and runs along city streets.

Still, the greenway has captured the imaginations of residents, business owners and elected officials. Borough President Marty Markowitz, for instance, helped the group secure money from a state waterfront revitalization program for the public planning process.

Robert Pirani, director of environmental programs at the Regional Plan Association, which completed the technical aspects of the plan, said that the greenway could serve as a powerful magnet to an area whose future is very much up for grabs.

"All up and down the waterfront, there are proposals for new uses and for maintaining historic maritime uses in a new way," he said. "The harbor as a whole is one of the great region-shaping areas in the metropolitan area." Given the right amenities and access, he said, "The harbor can be a reason that people decide to live and work in New York City instead of the fringes."

Posted by: Gary Pang
Vocabulary Words for Harbor Humanities

December Waterfront Debate

All words are from NY TIMES article

1. Decaying

2. Developers

3. Residential

4. Relics

5. Esplanade

6. Industrial

7. Surged

8. (Resurgence)

9. Proximity

10. Curtailed

11. Restricted

12. Emblematic

13. Desolate

14. Hub

15. Propelled

16. Underutilized

17. Re-zoning

18. Unanimously

19. Luxury

20. Envisioned

21. Capitalize

22. Assets

23. Neglected

24. Repository

25. Inappropriate

26. Derelict

27. Novel

28. Ambitious

29. Spruce

30. Exception

31. Prominence

32. Negotiations

33. Preserve

34. Ineligible

35. Inclusionary

36. Modifications

PART SIX: DEBATE

NAME:

PERIOD:

DATE:

Directions: Read the attached article, “Long, Green Pathyway Planned Along the Brooklyn Waterfront,” and then write an essay based on the following task: (if you need more space, write on the back of this sheet)

Task: You are a resident who loves to bike everywhere. Your are very well-liked and popular in your community which is why you have been chosen to represent your community in front of the committee members of District 33. Using  at least three types of EVIDENCE from the article, write an opening statement in support of the development of a green pathway along the Brooklyn Waterfront. Remember to use as many kinds of supporting opinions as you know (hint: common sense is one of them).
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